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States Parties recognize the right of a child 

who has been placed by the competent 

authorities for the purposes of care, 

protection or treatment of his 

or her physical 

or mental health, to a periodic review of the

treatment provided to the child 

and all other 

circumstances relevant 

to his or her placement. 

- UN Convention on the Right of the Child, 
Section 25 



Introduction

Cleannation Foundation is a group of young people with the passion 

to see youth in the rural and urban Africa live better lives as their 

contemporaries in the global society. By better living we mean a 

holistic refitting of the young person through Counselling (Case 

work), Literacy programmes, Environment programmes, Health 

programmes, Sexuality programmes, Empowerment programmes, 

Entrepreneurial programmes, and more ….

An average young person in the rural setting is doused in the reality of 

low self-esteem, inferiority complex and low morale. He or she most 

of the times does not believe in him or herself and so anything 

presented to him or her as promising is the next project to die for; 

even when this so-called projects would be at the detriment of his or 

her life. We have confidence in young people born or breed at home 

or abroad. We believe in the humanity of every child and the 

possibility of unveiling un-thinkable dreams to get these little ones 

become what they have been destined to be. 

In order to achieve these goals we hereby present this manual as a 

guide to everyone who shall be working with children and young 

persons under the auspices of Cleannation Foundation, to have this 

understanding of our policy statement as regards working with 

children and young persons under our protection; as also agreed and 

stated in the several national and international declarations of rights 

and covenants on the rights of children and young persons. See an 

excerpt of the UN Convention on the Right of the Child: 



An Excerpt of the Preamble to the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child

Recalling that, in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations 
has proclaimed that childhood is entitled to special care and assistance, 

Convinced that the family, as the fundamental group of society and the natural 
environment for the growth and well-being of all its members and particularly 
children, should be afforded the necessary protection and assistance so that it 
can fully assume its responsibilities within the community, 

Recognizing that the child, for the full and harmonious development of his or 
her personality, should grow up in a family environment, in an atmosphere of 
happiness, love and understanding, 

Considering that the child should be fully prepared to live an individual life in 
society, and brought up in the spirit of the ideals proclaimed in the Charter of 
the United Nations, and in particular in the spirit of peace, dignity, tolerance, 
freedom, equality and solidarity, 

Bearing in mind that the need to extend particular care to the child has been 
stated in the Geneva Declaration of the Rights of the Child of 1924 and in the 
Declaration of the Rights of the Child adopted by the General Assembly on 20 
November 1959 and recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (in particular in 
Articles 23 and 24), in the International Covenant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights (in particular in Article 10) and in the statutes and relevant 
instruments of specialized agencies and international organizations concerned 
with the welfare of children, 

Bearing in mind that, as indicated in the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, 
“the child, by reason of his physical and mental immaturity, needs special 
safeguards and care, including appropriate legal protection, before as well as 
after birth”,

Recalling the provisions of the Declaration on Social and Legal Principles 
relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to 
Foster Placement and Adoption Nationally and Internationally; the United 
Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice 
(The Beijing Rules) ; and the Declaration on the Protection of Women and 
Children in Emergency and Armed Conflict, Recognizing that, in all countries in 
the world, there are children living in exceptionally difficult conditions, and that 
such children need special consideration, 



Normal Behaviour With Children 

Working with children and young people is inevitable in Cleannation 

Foundation; hence, every adult working with us must be aware of the 

content of normal behaviour with the context of work and 

expectations from such as described below: 

1. Clear Communication, to always make sure the child and parents, 

ward and guardian or the pupils and teachers (of course, the school) 

understand what is planned.

2. Children should be worked with in the presence of those 

responsible for their well being or supervision. Every form of secrecy 

should be completely avoided with any child or young person.

3.Privacy for the children must be maintained in every situation 

which requires change of clothes, Menstrual Hygiene Management, 

in the use of the restroom, rest or sleep. In situation a child must be 

accompanied to a restroom or bathroom - a third party should be 

present.

4. Every form of physical contact should be avoided, even when this 

may be with positive intention, in order to avaoid misinterpretation. 

If a safe physical contact must be observed, permission from the child 

must be sought aforehand with appropriate explanation.

5. Children should in occasion be forced against their will in any 

performance or activity as the case may be. 

7.Training becomes inevitable first  to in-house staff  or external staff 

or volunteers that shall have to be working fir the first time.

8. Activities with children should be conducted in as public an 

environment as possible in order that all behaviour can be readily 

observed.



Working with Children with Disability 

1. The Convention on the Right of Persons with Disabilities has been made to 
promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights 
and fundamental freedoms by all persons with disabilities, and to promote 
respect for their inherent dignity.

2. Persons with disabilities include those who have long-term physical, mental, 
intellectual or sensory impairments which in interaction with various barriers 
may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with 
others. 

3. We recognize that women and girls with disabilities are often at greater risk, 
both within and outside the home, of violence, injury or abuse, neglect or 
negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation; hence, any persons in 
charge of these persons within our vicinity shall treat with the utmost care and 
love.

4. We recognize that children with disabilities should have full enjoyment of all 
human rights and fundamental freedoms on an equal basis with other children, 
and recalling obligations to that end undertaken by States Parties to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child; hence any child with disabilities shall be 
given equal treatment as expected any other persons without disabilities. 

5. Children with disabilities have the right to express their views freely on all 
matters affecting them, their views being given due weight in accordance with 
their age and maturity, on an equal basis with other children, and to be 
provided with disability and age-appropriate assistance to realize that right. 

6. Children with disabilities have equal access with other children to 
participation in play, recreation and leisure and sporting activities, including 
those activities inculcated into any of the Cleannation Foundation training 
curriculum, workshop activities or training programmes. 

7. Children and young persons identified with disabilities shall be respected 
when he or she is present or absent from the group.



Acquisition of Knowledge of Early Childhood Education, 
Social science theories on Young persons & Law

1. Every one with the mind of working with children or young persons within 
the Cleannation Foundation umbrella must be aware of the social science 
research relevant to working with children and young people.

2. Regularly work with children and young people in Cleannation Foundation 
implies an effort to sure an up-to-date currency with researches on the stages 
of child development and other relevant social science researched that impacts 
on this area of practice. This knowledge supports the understanding and 
effective advocacy for defence as the need arises.

3. Use of appropriate and relevant social science evidences as required is 
appreciated in practice as we work with children  and young persons in 
Cleannation Foundation.

4. It is an applauded effort to seek out publications and reports that detail 
children and young people’s views about their experiences of working with 
lawyers and dealing with legal systems to understand concerns they might 
have. 

5. Having a good knowledge of Child Right Act or Child Right Law of each States 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, or that of the several Countries we shall be  in 
operation, is required in order to work with children and young person in 
Cleannation Foundation programmes without hurt and litigation cases as it 
may be. 

6. As a part of our training for people willing to work with children and young 
persons, the several Conventions and Declarations are core courses whose 
knowledge must be tested before employees and volunteers are allowed 
access to children or young persons within the organisation. 

7. Persons who are willing to work with children and young persons within the 
jurisdiction of Cleannation Foundation but defaults in this knowledge and 
training shall working, serving or volunteering at his or her own peril in case of 
errors. In essence, Cleannation Foundation shall not be indemnified in such 
situations. 
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4 Abdulkareem Adisa - Oshogbo Road, Oke Gada, Ede 
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